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REPORT FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT OF ELECTRIC
TELEGRAPHS ON THE CONDITION OF HIS DEPART-
MENT.

(Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be Printed, 19 June, 1866.)

Department of Blectric Telegraph,
Superintendent’s Office,

Brisbane, 18th April, 1866.
SIR,

I have the honor to submit, for your information; the following Report on the
condition of this Department during the year 1865.

In so doing, for convenience of reference, and in order that the progressive develop-
ment of the departmentin point of utility as a branch of the public service may be more
distinetly traced, it will perhaps be desirable to adhere as closely as practicable to the form
and arrangement adopted on previous occasions, and I will, therefore, first refer to Extensions
of Lines—completed, in progress, and proposed.

EXTENSION COMPLETED.

Hawlkwood to Taroom —This branch line, 841 miles in length, was commenced 2nd
June and completed 29th December last, the timber work haying been executed under
contract, and the wiring by Government, in a thoroughly serviceable manner. The cost of
this line, exclusive of the station building at Taroom, was £2,915 16s. 8d., or £34 14s. 2d.
per mile. The station was open for business on 29th December, and has proved to be a
great public conveni to the sur ding district.

LINES IN COURSE OF CONSTRUCTION.

8t. Lawrence to Bowen.—Owing to the prevalence of wet weather hetween Decem-
ber and February last, and to other casualties, this section of the northern extensions which
was commenced in August last, cannot, I regret to say, be completed within the contract
time ; 165 miles have been finished, and strenuous exertions are now being made to complete
the remainder, a distance of 65 miles. It may therefore reasonmably be expected that the
entire section will be available in about four months from the present date.

Branch ILine, Dalby vid Condamine to Roma.—This branch line was commenced
25th January last, has been completed to a distance of 60 miles, and, as active measures
have been taken to secure such a result, it is probable the remaining distance will be in
working order by the end of July next. It is intended to include this line within the
enclosure of the Great Southern and Western Railway, which will both serve for protection
and to facilitate repairs when required.

Business connected with the various extensions and opening new lines and stations,
has necessitated my absence from Brishane during the year 1865, at various times, a total

period of 175 days, during which time I haye travelled, by land and water, a total distance
of 7,266 miles.

EXTENSIONS PROPOSED.

1. Branch line, Nebo to Clermont—a distance of about 95 miles, for the construction
of which, in the absence of eligible offers, tenders have been re-invited.

2. Coast line from Bowen vid Townsville o Cardwell—respecting which it is only
necessary to observe that the proposed route is now under survey.

3. Trunk line, from a point yet to be selected, on the line between Bowen and, Card-
well to the Albert River, estimated, length, say 500 miles.—The paramount importance of
this extension demands a fuller notice.

T need



2 REPORT FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT OF ELECTRIC TELEGRAPHS

I need scarccly remind you that although desirable, by anticipation for colonial
purposes, the ulterior object of an early commencement of this line is to hasten the advent
of telegraphic communication with HFurope, by affording facilities for effecting a junction
with the Anglo-Indian lines already in existence, through the medium of the projected
sub-marine line from Rangoon, »i¢ Singapore and Java, to the Australian continent.
Having, in my report of 19th June, 1865, endeavored to point out the extreme feasibility
of the projected undertaking, it may suffice to remark that more mature consideration since
bestowed on the subject has not weakened my conviction, nor induced me to alter the
opinions there expressed,— That the attention of British capitalists has only to be drawn
to the intentions and proceedings of the Gtovernment in this behalf to ensure revival and
speedy carriage into effect of the design promulgated in the prospectus of the Anglo-
Australian and China Telegraph Company.” The refusal of South Australia to combine
with Queensland in fartherance of this end, by carrying the colonial land line from the
boundary of its northern territory to the Adelaide River, as the nearest point of union
with the proposed Singapore-Java submarine line, is of little consequence. The mouth of
the Albert River will serve ncarly, if not quite, as well for a junction site, whilst its
sselection for the purpose will confer on this colony the not small advantage of commanding
the earliest intelligence, as well as the principal profits of the line. The needful funds
being available, as shown in lﬁ_y last report, from the loan already authorised, there is
nothing to obstruct the intentions of the Queensland Government in reference to the Gulf
extension. As a preliminary measure, Mr. F. Walker, with a well equipped party, con-
sisting of four Buropeans and four aboriginal assistants, left Rockhampton on 19th ultimo
for Bowen, en route to the Albert and Gulf shore, thoroughly to explore and survey the
country with a view to discover the most eligible route; and I trust, at an early date, to be
able to furnish you with such a report of the results as may at once enable and induce the
Government to enter into arrangements for immediate construction of the requisite works,

CONDITION AND WORKING OF LINES.

Txtensive repairs having been cffected on the seventy-five mile section, between
Toowoomba and the New South Wales boundary, the southern, or inter-colonial, line from
Brishane to the border has been placed in perfect working order. The northern lines have
not needed repairs, and continue in good condition. During the past year, indeed, all the
several lines throughout the colony have on the whole worked satisfactorily. Interruptionshave
of course times occurred, the duration and causes whereof will be found stated in Appen-
dix No. 2, carefully compiled from the records of the central office. The interruptions in
(uestion might have been in many instances ayoided, had timely notice of intention to fell
timber in close Vicinity to the lines been forwarded to the nearest station. It may be
anticipated that these interruptions will decrease as the country becomes settled, and the
work of clearing and road making is completed. Instructions have been issued to Station
Masters and officers in charge to rigorously prosecute, (under the provisions of the Telegraph
Act), any persons wilfully or carelessly causing interruption. Making allowance for the
great distance between the northern stations, on some sections upwards of one hundred
miles, when interruptions have occurred communication has, in every instance, been promptly
re-established.

BXTENT OF LINES IN OPERATION.

On the date of my last report 1,022L miles of line were in effective operation; the
gross total isnow 1,131 miles, distributed as follows :—Brisbane to Southern Boundary, 157 ;
Brishane to Cape Moreton, 95 ; Brishane to St. Lawrence, 5
227%; Rockhampton to Gladstone, 89L. Future reports will, T trust, show a more than
corresponding inerease in the extent, both of trunk and branch lines, in operation, until
the maximum of public ience, which the means of telegraphic communication affords,
has been fully attained.

Maryborough to Taroom,

FINANCE.

Statements of accounts relating to the finances of this department, during the year
1865, will be found in Appendix No. 1. From this it will be observed that cash received
amounted to £10,343 9s. 5d.; value of O.H.M.S. business transmitted, £3,039 2s. 5d.
The total revenue for the year was £13,382 11s. 10d. The expenditure was—salaries,
£7,286 15s. 11d. ; contingencies, £2,784 3s.; amount paid to other Colonies for Inter-
colonial business forwarded, £2;155 16s. This will show that the revenue has been in
excess of expenditure, £1,155 16s. 11d.  Of the amount paid to other Colonies, £232
10s. 10d. has been paid in cash for O.FLM.S. business, for which this department has only
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been credited in value. T would, therefore, suggest the propriety of Intercolonial O.H.M.S.
telegrams being paid for in cash. The advantages of telegraphic communication appear to
be fully appreciated by the several Government departments—8,997 O.H.M.S. messages
having been transmitted during the year 1865, being an increase of 4,665 in number, and
£1,637 8s. 8d. in value over the previous year. A statement of revenue and expenditure
for the fivst three months of the current year is also appended. (Appendix No. 3.)
SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE AND METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS.
Considerable improvements have been effected in the transmission of shipping intel-
ligence.  Arrivals at Cape Moreton, or any of the northern ports in connection by telegraph
with Brishane, are at once communicated to every station in the Colony by free messages,
containing names and descriptions of vessels, ports of departure, and any other available
interesting information. The state of the sea at Cape Moreton at 9 a.m. is daily notified to
the head office, and from thence promptly communicated to the northern ports. Wind and
weather reports are received from all stations daily at 9 a.m.; and published at the central
office for general i i These arr ts, L am happy to say, have been attended

with acknowledged benefit and convenience to local, marine, and commercial interests.
Meteorological observations are daily recorded by the Station Master at Warwick ; and I
would suggest that the Station Masters at Cape Moreton, Hawkwood, Maryborough, Glad-
stone, Rockhampton, Nebo, and Bowen, be provided with the necessary instruments and
instructions by the Meteorological department. These observations to be forwarded periodi-
cally to the Government Observer at Brisbane, to be recorded and compiled by him for

reference.
PROGRESS OF THE ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH IN AUSTRALIA.

The development of telegraphic communication in the Australian Colonies has been
s0 remarkably rapid, and attended with such eminent success, as seemingly, on view of its
bearing on local interests, to invite at least a cursory notice before bringing my report to a
close. Within four months, the completion of the St. Lawrence and Bowen section will
establish an unbroken chain of lines from Adelaide to Bowen, coastwise, a distance of 2,700
miles. Not only, however, are South Australia, Victoria, New South Wales, and Queens-
land in connection with each other, but they are severally intersected by numerous trunk
and branch lines; which, again, are continually being multiplied and extended in all
directions. An extension now in progress from Deniliquin, New South Wales, to the South
Australian boundary of that colony, with a view to bring Sydney and Adelaide into direct
communication—the connection at present being via Melbourne—is worthy of special notice,
as tending to improve intercourse between those capitals and Brishane. New South Wales,
indeed, appears at this time to be even more than usually enthusiastic in the cause of tele-
graph extension, as, apart from it being in contemplation to undertake several new lines, the
Superintendent of Telegraphs in that colony left by the November overland mail to proceed
to England, the Continent of Europe, and the United States of America, with a design to
the acquisition of information tending to promote the efficiency of his department. But
the progress of the telegraph in Australia can, perhaps, be shown by a brief appeal to
statistics. The first Australian line, from Melbourne to Williamstown (Victoria), was
completed in February, 1854 ; at the present date, 2,862% miles of line, and 77 stations,
are in effective operation in that colony. The South Australian Government opened their
first line, from Adelaide to the port, in February, 1856; they have now 1,074 miles of
lines, and their stations are 37 in number. In October, 1857, the first line, from Sydney
to Liverpool, was completed. New South Wales now possesses 3,177 miles of lines, and 54
stations; whilst, in Queensland, although the first line, from Brisbane to Ipswich, was only
opened on 13th April, 1861, 1,131% miles, and 26 stations, are now, and in all probability,
within six months, 1,584 miles, and 82 stations, will be in effective operation. Such
figures as the foregoing, representing 8,245 miles of line and 194 stations, opened in the
space of twelve years, render further comment superfluous—save mention of the fact that
the telegraph revenue returns in all the colonies above-mentioned, coupled with a concurrent
growing demand for new lines, satisfactorily indicate that the utility of the service is
popularly appreciated.

T have, &e.,
W. J. CRACKNELL,
Superintendent of Electric Telegraphs.
The Honorable the Postmaster-General.

APPENDICES
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No. IL
Telegraph Stations throughout the Colony in cach Month during the Year 1865.
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Rerunx showing TOTAL AMOUNT of COLTECTIONS, NvMBER of Mpssiars tran
CONTINGENOIES, at the various TRLEGRAPH STATIONS, during the Year 18

Table No. III.
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RECEIPTS. |
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Iytton 17 218 9 166| 33 4 6| 183 | 363 3| 100 0 0 S 100 0 0
Clefeland 387| 5218 3 52| 30 4 6| 489 63 2 9/ 200 0| 9518 6! 11518 6
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RETURN showing DISTRIBUTION of RECEIRTS and EXPENDITURE on

Table No. IV.

¢ach line duving the Year 1865.

T T
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| |
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Table No. V.
Tantz showing the Struxari and DISTRIBUION of the Stazr of the Terueusen Dppantset, during the Year 1865
2| . | o2
Station. { 2 el
218 | |
| I |
Superintendents Oflice =i [ il
Brsbane T T Tl Sl
Lyttor 1 Bl 1
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: 1 1
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Gatton il ; i
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Table No. VI.
Returs showing Avouxt BXerxDED in euch Month during the Year 1865
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13,382 11 10

o Amount on account of Inter- |
colomav.l business, paid to- | }
w South Wales

South Australia

16 0 |
Tobalance .. .| 16 11 |
Tordn ..« & | 2 11 10 i‘ TomAT ...

R. 0. Bounxz,
Accountant. Certified corvect,
W. I. CRACKNELL,
Department of Bleotric Telegraph, Superintendent of Electric

Supeuntendemsoﬂ'cc, Beisbane, 17¢h April, 1866.

Telegraphs.
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APPENDIX No. 2.
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Southorn and Northern lines | Tpswich and Toowoomba | 6 hours | Tree on lin S
| frecs.
Southern and Northern lines. . | Brisbane and Tpswich ... | 5} owrs | Burning trec on lines
Southern and Northern lines... | Brisbane and Ipswich Shours | Trees on lines
Gludstone brunch Rockhampton and Glad:
stone
Gl on DI Rockhampton and Glad- | 5 qays |58 miles from Rockhampton ... | Gause unknown,
Gladstono branch i Rokk‘vumpwn and Gla
S e acNoeTie ek e oovonnil bhos e o Dioonuoe il
| i of Alfred through by drays
oo camping,
= sthern Tine 7 fanana and Rockhampton | 24 hours | Wires twisted and down on | Dray ran against
rond
» 9. | Gladstone branch Rockhmnpton and Glad-| 3§ howss | Wire snapped in town of Glad-
stone. stone
» 10 ... | Southern and Northern line ... | Gatton and Toowoomba.. | 13 hours luc on o  miles from oo~
voom
. 10.. | Gladstone branch Rockhampton and Glad- | 83 hours
ston
5 11...| Gladstono branch ... Rodbumpbon and Glad-| 1duy ... | Broken many places ... ... | Bush fires.
-
. 12... | Gladstono branch 5 pton and Glad- | 13 howrs
= Northorn line wood and Banans ... | 63 hours | Flaw in wire .
2 Gladstone branch khanipton and Glad-) g
s
» Gladsion: bk ockhampton and Glad- L qyys. {Tine down in three placos Bush fires.
» 20... | Gladstono branch ... Rockhampton and Glad-
stone
20| Maryboroughbranch .. Golden Fleeco and Mary- | 33 hours | Trco on lino 7 miles from
boough Golden Fleceo
4 2L ...| Gladstone branch ... | Rockhampfon and Glad-| 2 days... | Burning trecs on line ... Bush fires.
stone
, 22..| Gladstono branch .. Rockhampton and Glad- | 73 hours | Burning treo on line | Bush fires.
Stone
June 6 ... | Gladstone branch Rockhampton and Glad- | 2hours | Tree on line
stone
6. | Northern line Rockumpton and Banana | 1 hours | Trec on line Rond party felling
timber.
5 7. | Northem line ... .. | Rockhampton and Banana | 83 howrs | Tree online . .. | itto.
7 28 | Northom line .. | Marlborongh and S Lun- e e
i menle s e ey iles from . Lawrence
vence
Northern li Hawkwood and Bavana... | 1 day .. | Wire snapped from contraction | Very sharp frost.
Norther Hakwood and Banana . | 4 hours
N Dilbyand Durshy 13 hours Heavy galos.
Northern line Dalby and Durah Lo
Maryborough branch Lt e e
Yorough branch .. Havkwood and Gayndah |13 hows | Wire broken
Moo Rockhampion and Marl- | 1% hours | Wire broken .. | Supposed wilfully
orough | “brokenby escaped
prisoner.
Southorn and Northorn lines...| Gation and Loowoomba,. | 1 hours | o on lines
Southorm lines.. ooy k(14 bows | koo an e e Denyton
Maryborough branch ., Goldon Bloess. and Mury- | 43 hoves | Lree on Rond party felling
borough timber.
s 29..| Northemmline .. . Huwkwood and Banana... | 33 hours | Rotten tree fallen on lino 5
miles from Banana




APPENDICES TO REPORT FROM SUPERINTENDENT OF ELECTRIC TELEGRAPHS.

APPENDIX No. 2—continued.

Northern line ...
Northern line ...

Dranch ...

branch
branch ...

Drauch ...
branch ...

branch

branch ...

» 17 .| Nerthern line
% 18 ... Northern lino
Sept. 1 ... Southernline
5 Maryborough
5 18 ... Maryborough
» 20 .. | Maryborough
,» 21 .| Muyborough
» 28 .| Maryborough’]
» 28 .. Maryborough
oct. | Maryborough
5 80 ... | Northernline ...
|
Nov .. | Bay line
I
Dec. 11 .. | Maryborough

branch

Maryborough branch ...

Southern and Northern line

| Southern and Northern line

ol
» 11
ol
ne 14
32 17
» 18
» 18 ... | Northern line
19 | Northern line ..

Fleec |
Rockhampten and Bonana | 1day

Rockhampton and Banuna | 73 hours | Burni

Banana and Rockhampfon | 3% hours

| hampfon
Brisbane and Lytton 3 hours | Tree
Junction
Maryborough and. Golden |8 lours
| Golden Tlecco
o Gmxdm 5 hours
Rockbumpton and Bovana| 1day .

3 hour
3} hours B

nand F
nd Golden

Bigge's Camp and Gatéon | 3 hour.
Bigze's Camp and Gatton | 5 hours
| Rockhampton and Banam | 1 day

| Rockhampton and Banana | 4 hour..

tree on

| | vertoas ot | su x Ascortal 5
Date, Designation of Tine: | Pointsof Tovornuption, | Foriods of | Supposed or Aseartained Cauwo of | pomarks,
| ! i S I
Aug. ... Southiern and Northern lino .. | Tpswich and Biggs's Camp | 1t howrs | Tree on line 6 miles ﬁmmi
; pswich
% Maryborough branch ... ot G Zieng | CauR

Burnnw tree on line
e

S
Trecs on line in three places ...

Broken 13 miles of Toowoomba
inc 6 smiles from Road pariy folling

Break ut joint in wire, 30,
from Golden Blecce |

|
Trce on Jine 14 miles from Road party fling

Dalby and Durah 7} hours
Dalby and Durah 1 day
Warwick and Toowoomba |8 hours
Gayndah  and  Golden | 2 howss
Fleece | Gayndah
. [Hawkwood and Gayndah | 5 hours | Burnt ree on lino
Gayndah  and  Golden | 1day ...
and  Golden | 63 hours
and  Golden | 2§ hours
Golden Flecce
and  Golden | 1} howrs | Tree on Jine
and  Golden | 23 hours | Tree on line

Goldon Fleece |
- i

| Golden Fleoce |
Lino broken 7 miles from Rock- | Raily

on line near Cleveland |
Tree.on line 85 miles from | Road party folling

T\cz on Imc 24 miles from | Road party folling

ng »
om Golden Fle:
Burning trees on linc ...

Burning trees on line
Wire down near Rocl.hnmpton

e

tin
{ Bush fires.
30 miles from |

Bush fires.

Cause unknown.

g
PEE

: .
milés Country flooded.

s on lm}cyfel]m«

14 mi

timber.

14 miles from | Road party felling
| timber.

purty.

imbor.

| Heayy gales.

Broken in four
| places.
| Veryseverestorms.

Tapss showing Torat, AMOUNT of Rromrers and T

APPENDIX No. 3.

the Yran 1866.

\DITURE af the various TELreRAPH STATIONs during fhe

first; three months of

Receipts. ‘Expenditure,
1666,
Cash Receipts, | Value “OILIS Total. Salaries. Contingencies. [ Total

£ s d. £ s d £ s d £ s d £ d \ £ s d

January 910 4 0 295 17 10 1,206 110 664 1 5 463 5 0 | 1127 6 5
February 828 6 1 305 2 0 1,128 8§ 1 66 1 8 ss1ril | 8910 7
March ... 93119 2 309 9 7 1241 8 9 733 1 8 37318 4 ’ 1,106 15 0

I
Total £2665 9 3 £910 9 5 | £357518 8 |£2043 4 9 | £1,06016 3 15}3,104. 10

[Price 1s.3d.]

By Authority: W. C. Brrsamoey, Goverument Printer, William Streo, Bristane.
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